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^) A latch, spring assembly 

(57) A lateh assembly 1 , the combinatton of such an assembly and a component 4 to which it is fitted, and a method of 
assembling the latch assemMy 1 with the component 4 which assembly has a latch member 2 which is to be tongitudlnally 
siidable on the wall component 4 lor brtching and a spring members. Preferably each member 2 and 3 Is a plastics 
moulding. The spring member 3 has a head part 5 with leal springs 7 and 8 extending therefrom and fe mounted in a cavity 
30 of the component 4 so that the leaf springs 7 and 8 read on a fece of the cavfty to bias the head part 5 longitudinally Into 
abutment with a wall 33 of the cavity. The wall 31 has an aperture 34 through which the lateh member 2 is inserted for a 
shank portfon 12 thereof to be received in an aperture/seating 9 in the head part 5. The shank portk>n 12 carries a 
reslliently mounted detent 16 which snap engages with the head part 5 so that the lateh member 2 and head part 5 are 
displaceable tongftudmally in unison, against or under the biasing of the springs 7 and 8. 

The latch member 2 Is reversble in its positbn for engagement with the head part 5a so that a chamfer 1 7 on a bolt 
portbn 11 of that member can be presented in either of two latching senses. 
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TIILE 

"A latch assemblyr the combination of such an assembly 
and a component to which it is fitted, and a method of 
assembling the latch assembly with the component" 
TECHNICAL FIELD & BACKGROUND AR? 

The present invention relates to a latch assembly, the 
combination of such an assembly with a component to which 
it is eitted, and a method of assembling the latch assembly 
with the component. 

Latch assemblies are well known for fastening or 
holding a component to which they are fitted relative to a 
further compcnentr typically for fastening a door, panel or 
wall component relative to a frame or wall on which that 
component may be hingedly mounted. Usually such 
assemblies have a spring loaded latch member which is 
longitudinally displaceable against its spring biasing to 
move into engagement, possibly snap engagement, with a 
rebate to effect fastening and it is an object of the 
present invention to provide a latch assembly which is 
relacively simple in both structure and operation, lends 
itself to relatively inexpensive manufacture, preferably by 
use of plastics mouldings, and may easily and quickly be 
fitted to a component for latching thereof. 

STATEMEITTS OF INVENTION & ADVANTAGES 

According to the present invention there ^is provided a 
latch assembly for fitting to a component and comprising a 
longitudinally extending latch member which is to be 
longitudinally slidable on said component for latching and 
a spring member which is to be retained in said component 
for biasing the latch member longitudinally in a latching 
sense; said spring member having a head part and a spring 
part and the latch member being engageable with the head 
part for longitudinal displacement in unison t'liferewith so 
that such unified displacement will be xesponsuve to 
biasing provided by the spring part reacting against the 
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component. 

Further according to the present invention there is 
provided the combination of a latch assembly as specified 
in the immediately preceding paragraph and a component to 
which the assembly is fitted. 

Still further according to the present invention there 
is provided a method of assembling a latch assembly as 
specified in the preceding penultimate paragraph with a 
component which comprises providing the component with a 
cavity which is to receive the spring member and has a wall 
part with an aperture therein through which the. latch 
member is to project from the component for latching 
thereof; mounting the spring member in the cavity and 
inserting the latch member through said aperture to engage 
with the head part of the spring member for longitudinal 
displacement in unison therewith and so that the latch 
member can react against longitudinal biasing provided by a 
reaction of the spring part between the component and the 
head part. 

By the present invention it is preferred that the 
latch assembly is a two part structure consisting of the 
latch member and spring member. It is also preferred that 
each of the latch and spring members is a one piece 
plastics moulding (particularly the spring member so that 
the resilience of the plastics can provide the biasing 
required of the spring part). 

To facilitate fitting of the latch assembly it is 
preferred that the latch member will automatically engage 
with the head part of the spring member for longitudinal 
displacement in unison therewith. With this in mind at 
least one of the latch member and spring member may have 
snap engaging means by which those members are snap 
engageable . together to provide the required unified 
displacement. By this latter technique it may be possible 
for the latch assembly to be fitted to the component 
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quicklyr easily and . without use of hand tools. The 
aforementioned snap engaging means conveniently comprises a 
resiliently mounted detent on the latch member. Again to 
facilitate assembly, the head part may have a seating such 
as a longitudinally extending recess or aperture within 
which the latch member is receivable longitudinally to 
engage with the head part. Where the latch member carries 
the resiliently mounted detent as aforementioned, this 
detent may be displaced as the latch member is moved 
longitudinally into the seating until the detent snap 
engages with the head part. The location of the latch 
member in the seating of the spring member conveniently 
serves to restrain the latch member from displacement 
laterally relative to the head part thereby providing 
stability in the assembly while permitting the required 
longitudinal displacement of the latch member. With the 
latch member in engagement with the head part, preferably 
the member is retained fcr the aforementioned unified 
displacement by surfaces which abut between the latch and 
spring members; for example, the relative displacement 
between the latch member and head part in one sense of 
longitudinal direction may be restrained by abutment of a 
shoulder on the latch member with the head part and in the 
opposite sense of longitudinal direction by abutting 
surfaces in the snap engaging means. 

The latch member will usually have a chamfered tongue 
or bolt portion which will project from the component for 
latching purposes. Such a chamfer on the tongue or bolt 
is conventional for latch assemblies to facilitate 
engagement of the tongue or bolt with a rebate to effect 
fastening. An advantageous feature which the present 
invention can provide is that the latch member may be 
engageable with the spring member in one position or 
another position which is the reverse thereof so that the 
chamfer on the bolt portion of the latch member can. 
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optionally, be presented in either o£ two latching senses 
a"s may be required for the particular manner in which the 
component is to latch engage with another component. 

The soring part is conveniently formed as one or more 
leaf springs which extend from the head part to react 
longitudinally between that part and a wall or face of the 
component within which the spring member is fitted. Such 
a leaf spring is convenient for plastics moulding and wxl. 
usually be of a J or 0 shape. It will be appreciated that 
the soring part can take many shapes and forms provided 
that 'this part serves to bias the head part and latch 
member for unified displacement longitudinally in a 
dir-ction for the latch member to project from the 
component to effect latching and to be displaceable agaxnst 
the soring biasing as the latch member moves into its latch 
engagement (and preferably to effect release of the latch 
engaaement) . 

With the latch assembly fitted to the component to 
provide the combination previously specified, the spring 
biasina may be achieved by a reaction of the spring part 
between the head part and a side face of the cavity withxn 
which the spring part is mounted in the component while the 
latch member engaging with the head part extends therefrom 
through a wall of the cavity to project from the component, 
usually the latch member will project through an aperture 
in the wall of the cavity, preferably this aperture is 
substantially complementary in size to the latch member so 
that the latter is longitudinally slidable and close.y 
rec-ived in the aperture and the latch assembly is 
restrained, by its engagement with the aperture in the 
wall, against lateral displacement relative to the 
component. Desirably the latch assembly is retained in 
the cavity of the component by the location of one 
longitudinal end of the latch member (that is the end 
adjacent to the previously mentioned tongue or bolt 
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oortion) within the aperture of the cavxty «all as 
^Eorementlonea and the other longltodlnal end part of the 
tlhTe^ber within a reces, that extenda fro. the cavUy 

laccn ni--i -.^^^i mflinal displacement of the 

-o oermit the required longxtudmai ai»f 

,0 i,eria.t - . a. i iv restrain that member from 

latch member and additionally rescra^ 

lateral displacement relative to the component. 

preferably the head part of the spring member is 
accoss ble in the component to which it is fitted for tha 

eiroart to be manually displaced -"^^-^^^^/^J^^^^^^^^ 

Hiaslna of the spring 
with the latch member) against the biasing 

«<-hdrawing the latch member 
part for the purpose of wi-ndrawmg 

towards or into the component to release the J^*-*'* 
preferably the cavity of the component 

jr ^ K« a nlastics moulding that 

the scring member is formed by a plastics 

r„:.udes the waii and aperture --^3 fa 

member oroiects from the component, sucn a P 
moaiam, may be secured to the component or be .nt-gr 
therewith, for example where the "mpcnent xs xt.elf a 
,lastl-s moulded walX, panel, door or frame. 

« rtnce IS made to the novelty of the ^•"'> """" ^thl 

w if iQ to be realised that tne 
"cavity" of the component, it is to oe 

X ;/eces not necessarily have to -J-^J^^^, 
oeriohe^y of the spring member and may, for "^""P^^' •"^'^r"^ 
periphe.y ^poosed walls between which the 

comprise iongitudinaxxy uyys/ 
scring member is received and reacts. 

DRRWIWGS 

one embodiment of a latch assembly, such an assembly 

When fitted to a component and a method of 

When cite. .1, ■„ accordance with the present 

r":tr"tuTrw be' deVc;;::, b, way of e..mpl. only, 
to the accompanym, i«u.tr.ti« arawin,., 

""fgl're 1 IS a Plan view of the latch assembly fitted 
4« f'>^p^ -avi^v of a panel component? 

Pl'/ure 2 is a side ,lew of the assembly shown In 
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"'""rile 3 is a section of the latch assembly (with the 
panel component omitted) taken on the line III-IH of 

"'"ngLre 4 is a side ,iew of the latch assembly («ith 
the =anel component omitted, similar to that shown .n 
Pioute 2 b«t with the latch member reversed la.-h 
Engagement in an oppo.lte sens, to that shown rn the 

arrangement of Figure 2; 

Figure 5 is a side view of the latch member of the 

assembly in Figure 1; 

Figures 6 and 6A are a plan view and end view 

resoectively of the latch member? 

rlgnre 7-i= a section of the latch member taken on the 

lin» VII-VII of Figure 6; 

Figures 8, 9 and 10 are respectively a plan vxew, one 
end vie! and the opposite end view of the soring member m 
the latch assembly of Figure 1, and 

Figure 11 is a section of the soring member waken on 

the line XI-XI of Figure E. 

r^ PT•tTT■FD DESCRIP'TIOK OF DRftV?INv»w 

..h« latch assembly 1 of the illustrated embodiment 
consi'st's'of a plastics moulded latch --^-J 
olastics moulded spring member 3. In Figures 1 and 2 this 
latch assembly is shown fitted in -^^^--^/^^^^ 
plastics moulded panel component 4 (for 
niustration this has -been shown by broken ^/n") wh^^c^^ 

tvpi-allyr may be a hinged wall or door of a 
typiwaiiyr ««»jr ,„=..,aKiv fastened by the latch 

container that is to be releasably fastened y 

Ki„ a frame or further wall of the container, 
assembly to a ^ °J ^ a hollow 

The soring member 3 (see rxgu^t: 
„..d part 's having longitudinally opposed side walls 6a and 
The side wall 6a has a substantially fiat external 
L 6 extending from the other side wall 6b is a spr.ng 
Z\ formed by two leaf springs , and S of substantxally J 
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,hace It will be seen from Figure 8 that the leas of the 
eaf sorin,s 7 ana 8 Ue tn a plane sutstantlally parallel 
t, and icngituainally spaced tro. the plane of the faoe 8 
tenalng longitualnaUy through the opposed wa Xs 8a a 
Of the heaa part = .Us - 

sobstantlally rectangular ' ^" constrlctea 

end of the seating 9 remote from the face 6 i 
in the side »all 6b by a laterally extending HP or flange 

" "terrier . .igure. 5 t, 7, has a generaUy 

rectangularly sectioned, hoUov, bolt portion 11 ..tend , 
longitudinally from which I. a .hank \\ 
Shan, portion 12 extend, fro. the head '^"^^^^^J^Zl 
internal shoulders 13 on the head portion. Located w-h n 

ongitudinally extending slot 14 In the shan. portion 
ts a cantilevered leaf spring 18 which -""^^/^"^ 
head cortlon 11 and at its free end has a baro or de e„t 
\s *The leaf spring 15 is moulded to lie substanf-ally rn 
tb'e Olane of tie shan. portion 12 with the detent 18 
ting laterally from opposite sides =f the shan 
•portion as shown in Figure 7. The ^olt Portion u has v s 
l„d remot- from the shank portion chamfered at 1 . to 
' 'irt a substantially flat longitudinally extendxng 

converge with a subSuanc-.^ i portion 
abutment face IS of the bolt p.rtxoo. 

is provided with two laterally spaced, longitudinall, 

extending strengthening '^l^'^^'J^;^^ ^^,,,„„ i. 

The shank portion 12 has a latera 
substantially coinplen.ehtary to the aperture provided by the 
subatantia-iy comp portion 
sea-ina 9 in the spring member 3 so tnac wie 
sea-mg ^ wo insect-d lonai tadinally as a 

of the latch member can be insect.a 

.lose suamg fit Into - .ea.ng 

:::::::te; :::or^:rthe-sho::,«s . of t. porti 
--0-:: r s:;i:r rrie':: rtmued 
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insertion of the latch member into the head part causes the 
chamfered face of the detent 16 to slide over the flange 10 
(as the leaf spring 15 is laterally displaced) until the 
detent 16 snap engages, under the biasing effect of the 
leaf spring 15, over the flange 10. In this latter 
condition the shoulders 13 are substantially in abutment 
with the face 6 of the head part 5. Following the 
aforementioned snap engagement it will be appreciated that 
the latch member 2 is restrained from longitudinal 
displacement relative to the spring member 3r in one sense 
of longitudinal direction by abutment of the shoulders 13 
with the end face 6 and in the opposite sense of 
longitudinal direction by abutment of the detent 16 with 
the flange 10 (see Figure 3). 

TO provide the combination in which the latch assembly 
1 is fitted to the panel component 4 as shown in Figures 1 
Ind 2, the panel component is provided with a cavity 30 
(which is conveniently moulded therein) adjacent to an edge 
3i of the panel. The panel has a wall 33 formed between 
its edge 31 and the cavity 30. Extending longitudinally 
through the wall 33 between the cavity and the edge 31 is a 
-e-tangular aperture 34 which is substantially 
complementary in lateral section to that of the bolt 
oortion 11. 

TO assemble the combination as aforementioned, the 
spring member 3 is located in the recess 30 in abutment 
with a bottom face 35 thereof. In such location the face 
5 abucs a flat face 33a on a boss projecting from the wall 
while the free ends of the legs of the leaf springs 7 and 8 
abut a face 36 of the cavity 30 which face 361ongitudinally 
opposes the face 33a of the boss on the wall 33. With the 
soring member positioned in the cavity as aforementioned, 
the seating 9 coincides, substantially, with the aperture 
34 in the wall 33. The leaf springs 7 and 8 may be pre- 
stressed during fitting of the spring member in the cavity 
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to bias the head part 3 longitadinally for its face 6 to 
abut the wall face 33a. 

TO complete the assemUlyr the latch member 2 with its 
shank portion 12 leading, is inserted through the aperture 
34 in the wall of the panel 4 to be received longitudinally 
in the seating 9 of the head part 5. The latch member is 
pressed into the head part of the spring member 3 until its 
detent 15 sna? engages with the flange 10 as previously 
explained so that the latch member and head part of the 
spring member 3 are disclaceable longitudinally in unison. 
From Figures 1 and 2 it will be seen that if the latch 
member 2 and head part 5 are longitudinally displaced 
rightwardly in the Figure to withdraw the bolt portion 11 
into the wall component 4, the leaf springs 7 and 8 will be 
stressed by their reaction between the head part 5 and the 
face 36 of the cavity 30 to resist the aforementioned 
iongitadinal displacement and bias the bolt portion 11 
outwardly of the wall component. Accordingly, when the 
wall component 4 is to be latch engaged in conventional 
manner with a rebate on an adjacent frame or other 
comocnent (not shown), the chamfered surface 17 of the 
latch .-aember can abut that frame to displace the latch 
member and head part longitudinally against the spring 
biasing for the bolt portion 11 to snap engage with the 
rebate. The flat face 13 of the bolt portion will usually 
abut a face of the rebate for fastening the wall component 
4 and frame together. To release the latch engagement it 
is merely necessary to" displace the latch member and head 
part 3 manually against the biasing of the leaf springs to 
withdraw the bolt portion 11 into the wall component 4. 
TO facilitate such withdrawal the side of the head part 5 
adjacent to the bolt portion 11 is provided with a smoothly 
flared profile 5a for manual engagement by fingers of an 
operative within the cavity 30. 

During its longitudinal displacement the head part 5 
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of the spring member 3 will slide over the bottom face 35 
of the cavity. The assembly of the latch member 2 with 
the soring member 3 is retained in the cavity by the close 
sliding engagement of the latch member 2 with the aperture 
34 in the wall 33 (such engagement substantially 
restraining the latch assembly from lateral movement 
relative to the wall component). The free end of the 
shank portion 12 of the latch member can be located within 
a recess 40 (see Figure 2) which extends longitudinally 
from the cavity 30. The aforementioned free end of the 
shank portion 12 may be received within the recess 40 
during assembly of the latch and spring members with the 
wall component so that the shank portion is longitudinally 
slidable within the recess 40 during engagement and dis- 
engagement of the latch. Abutment of the free end of the 
shank portion 12 with one or more laterally directed faces 
of the recess 40 can serve t-o additionally retain tne latch 
assembly in the cavity and to restrain it from lateral 
displacement relative to the panel 4. 

An advantagacus feature provided by the structure of 
the latch member 2 and spring member 3 is that these 
members can be assembled to provide latching in either of 
two senses. This can be appreciated by comparison between 
the assemblies in Figures 3 and 4. In Figure 4 the latch 
member 2 is shown in engagement with the head part 5 of tne 
spring member 3 in a reverse position as compared with that 
shown in Figure 3 (in particular, in Figure 4 the chamfer 
17 is directed downwardly while in Figure 3 it is directed 
upwardly). m the aforementioned reverse position of the 
latch member the detent 16 snap engages with the flange 10 
4n a similar manner to that previously described and indeed 
the latch assembly will operate in substantially the same 
manner as that previously discussed although latch 
engagement in the Figure 4 arrangement will be effected in 
a reverse sense from that of the Figure 3 arrangement. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A latch assembly for fitting to a component and 
coraorising a longitudinally extending latch member which is 
to "be lonaitudinally slidable on said component for 
latching and a spring member which is to be retained in 
said component for biasing the latch member longitudinally 
in a latching sense; said spring member having a head part 
and a soring part and the latch member being engageable 
with the head part for longitudinal displacement in unison 
therewith so that such unified displacement will be 
responsive to biasing provided by the spring part reacting 
against the component. 

2 An assembly as claimed in claim 1 in which each of the 
latch member and spring member is a one piece plastics 

moulding. . . 

3. An assemblv as claimed in either claim 1 or claim 2 m 
which at least one of the latch member and spring member 
has snap engaging means by which those members are snap 
engageable tc provide said unified displacement. 

4. An assembly as claimed in claim 3 in which the snap 
engaging means comprises a resiliently mounted detent on 
the latch member which snap engages with the head part. 

5. An assembly as claimed in any one of the preceding 
claims in which the head part has a seating by which the 
latch member is receivable longitudinally to engage for 
said unified longitudinal displacement. 

6 An assembly as claimed in claim 5 in which the seating 
comprises an aperture in the head part within which the 
latch member is received longitudinally. 

7. An assembly as claimed in either claim 5 or claim 6 in 
which the engagement of the head part with the latch member 
in said seating restrains the latch member from 
displacement laterally relative to the head part. 

8. An assembly as claimed in any one of claims 5 to 7 
when apcendant to claim 3 in which the latch member is snap 
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engageable with the head part as the latch member is 
received longitudinally by the seating. 

9. An assembly as claimed in any one of the preceding 
claims in which the latch member is engageable with the 
head part to be retained for said unified displacement by 
surfaces which abut between the two members. 

10. An assembly as claimed in claim 9 when appendant to 
claim 3 in which relative displacement between the latch 
member and head part in one sense of longitudinal direction 
is restrained by abutment of a shoulder on the latch member 
with the head part and in the opposite sense of 
longitudinal direction is restrained by said snap engaging 
means • 

n. An assembly as claimed in any one of the preceding 
claims in which the latch member has a tongue or bolt 
ccrtion which is intended to project from the component for 
hatching purposes and which has a chamfer to facilitate 
latchina 'engagement, and wherein the latch member is 
engageable with the spring member in one position or 
another oosition which is the reverse thereof so that the 
chamfer can, optionally, be presented in either of two 
latching senses. 

12. An assembly as claimed in any one of the preceding 
claims in which the spring part comprises at least one leaf 
spring extending from said head part. 

13. An assembly as claimed in claim 12 in which said leaf 
spring is of substantially -J" or "O" shape for a leg 
thereof to abut the component and provide said biasing 
during longitudinal displacement between the head part and 
the componenc. 

14. A latch assembly substantially as herein described 
with reference to the acccmpanying illustrative drawings. 

15. The combination of a latch assembly as claimed in any 
one of the preceding claims and a component to which the 
assembly is fitted. 
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16. The combination as claimed in claim 15 in which the 
spring member is mounted within a cavity of the component 
for its head part to be displaceable longitudinally against 
biasing provided by a reaction of the spring part between 
the head part and a side face of the cavity and wherein the 
latch member in engagement with the head part extends 
longitudinally therefrom through a wall of the cavity to 
project from the component for latching engagement. 

17. The combination as claimed in claim 16 in which the 
latch member extends through an aperture in the wall of the 
cavity which aperture is substantially complementary to the 
latch member so that the latter is longitudinally slidable 
and closely received therein. 

18. The combination as claimed in claim 18 or claim 17 in 
which the extension of the latch member through the walx of 
the cavity restrains the latch assembly from lateral 
displacement relative to the component. 

19 The combination as claimed in any one of claims 16 to 
13 in which an end of the latch member which is 
longitudinally remote from that end which projects from the 
comoonent is located within a recess which extends from the 
cavltv and permits the required longitudinal displacement 
of tie latch member, said recess restraining or 
additionally restraining the latch assembly from latera. 
displacement relative to the component. - 
20. The combination as claimed in any one of claims lo to 
19 in which the cavity is formed by a plastics moulding 
secured to or integral with the component. 

21 The combination of a latch assembly and a component to 
which the assembly is fitted substantially as herein 
described with reference to the accompanying illustrative 

drawings. -^^a 

22 A method of assembling a latch assembly as claimed m 
any one of claims 1 to 14 with a component which comprises 
providing the component with a cavity which is to receive 
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the soring member and has a wall part with an aperture 
t^erefn through which the latch .ember Is to project fro. 
Te c mponent for latching engagement, mounting the spring 

l^r m the canity and inserting the latch ...ber through 
: :r pertte to engage the head part o, the spring 

lL! for longitudinal displacement in unison therewith 
Z .l iVt riatch member can react against longltuainal 
biasing provided by a reaction of the spring part between 
the component and the head part. 

23. A method of assembling a latch assembly and a 
component substantially as hecein described. 



Amendments to the claims have been filed as follows 



1. A latch assembly for fitting to a conponent and 
comprising a longitudinally extending latch member which is 
to be longitudinally slidable on said component and has a 

5 tongue or bolt portion which is intended to project from 
the component for latching purposes, said tongue or bolt 
having a chamfered face to facilitate latching engagement; 
a spring member which is to be retained in said component 
for biasing the latch member longitudinally in a latching 

10 sense and which has a head part and a spring part, and 
wherein said latch member is snap engageable with said head 
part for longitudinal displacement in unison therewith 
under or against longitudinal biasing provided by the 
spring part with the latch member in either one position or 

15 another position which is the reverse thereof so that the 
chamCeced face of the tongue or bolt can, optionally, be 
presented in either of two latching senses. 

2. An assembly as claimed in claim 1 in which each of the 
latch member and spring member is a one piece plastics 

20 moulding. 

3. An assembly as claimed in either claim 1 or claim 2 in 
which the latch member has a resiliently mounted detent 
which snap engages with the head part. 

4. An assembly as claimed in any one of the preceding 
25 claims in which the head part has a seating by which the 

latch member is receivable longitudinally to snap engage 
for said unified longitudinal displacement. 

5. An assembly as claimed in claim 4 in which the seating 
comprises an aperture in the head part within which the 

30 latch member is received longitudinally. 

6. An assembly as claimed in either claim 4 or claim 5 in 
which the engagement of the head part with the latch member 
in said seating restrains the latch member from 
displacement laterally relative to the head part. 

35 7. An assembly as claimed in any one of the preceding 



claims in which the latch member is engageable with the 
head part to be retained for said unified displacement by 
surfaces which abut between the two members. 

8. An assembly as claimed in any one of the preceding 
5 claims in which the spring part comprises at least one leaf 

spring extending from said head part. 

9. An assembly as claimed in claim 8 in which said leaf 
spring is of substantially "J" or -D" shape for a leg 
thereof to abut the component and provide said biasing 

10 during longitudinal displacement between the head part and 
the component. 

10. A latch assembly substantially as herein described 
with reference to the accompanying illustrative drawings. 

11. The combination of a latch assembly as claimed in any 
15 one of the claims 1 to 9 and a component to which the 

assembly is fitted. 

12. The combination as claimed in claim 11 in which the 
spring member is mounted within a cavity of the component 
for its head part to be displaceable longitudinally against 

20 biasing provided by a reaction of the spring part between 
the head part and a side face of the cavity and wherein the 
latch member in engagement with the head part has its 
tongue or bolt portion extending longitudinally through a . 
wall of the cavity to project from the component for 

25 latching engagement. 

13. The combination as claimed in claim 12 In which the 
latch member extends through an aperture in the wall of the 
cavity which aperture is substantially complementary to the 
latch member so that the latter is longitudinally slidable 

30 and closely received therein. 

14. The combination as claimed in either claim 12 or claim 
13 in which the extension of the latch member through the 
wall of the cavity restrains the latch assembly from 
lateral displacement relative to the component. 

35 15. The combination as claimed in any one of claims 12 to 
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14 in which an end of the latch member which is 
longitudinally remote from its tongue or bolt portion is 
located within a recess which extends from the cavity and 
permits the required longitudinal displacement of the latch 

5 memberr said recess restraining or additionally restraining 
the latch assembly from lateral displacement relative to 
the component. 

16. The combination as claimed In any one of claims 12 to 

15 in which the cavity is formed by a plastics moulding 
10 secured to or integral with the component. 

17, The combination of a latch assembly and a component to 
which the assembly is fitted substantially as herein 
described with reference to the accompanying illustrative 
drawings. 

15 18. A method of assembling a latch assembly as claimed in 
any one of claims 1 to 9 with a component which comprises 
providina the component with a cavity which is to receive 
the spring member and has a wall part with an aperture 
therein through which the latch member is to project from 

20 the component for latching engagement? mounting the spring 
member in the cavity and inserting the latch member through 
said aperture to snap engage with the head part of the 
spring member for longitudinal displacement in unison 
therewith and so that the latch member can react against 

25 longitudinal biasing provided by a reaction of the spring 
part between the component and the head part. 
19. A method of assembling a latch assembly and a 
component substantially as herein described. 

30 
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